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LOOK
The Spiritual Approach to
Church Extension
L. L.

Grubb

Today church extension in America is big business.
It has developed rapidly during the past ten years. In
fact, it could be classed as a Christian science. In some
respects it is an exact science. The truths of sin, salvation,
and the Saviour must always be the same. A church
which deviates from these truths is unable to accomplish
God's purpose for her on this earth. The same spiritual
and material ingredients are always necessary to successfully start a church.
The many facets of church extension challenge experts in different fields. The pastor of the new church
must be a man with pioneer qualities and indomitable
courage. He must be a convincing speaker. On the average,
he must be willing to live on a moderate salary. The
problems he faces in church organization, in working
through the red tape of laws and regulations, city and
county, are myriad. He must be knowledgeable and understanding in church affairs, public relations, dealing with
people, church architecture, building, financing of
churches, etc. In short, he must be a true pioneer.
However, in spite of all the technical and mechanical
considerations involved, the basic approach to church
extension must still be spiritual. If this is not true we
have lost our dynamic. Jesus said, "I will build my
church" (Mt. 16:18). Church extension is our Lord's work
primarily. It is true that in His grace He condescends
to use saved sinners to accomplish His purpose. But
successful church extension must be intrinsically a spiritual process.
We must then conclude that if we are to please the
Lord in extending His Church we must take the spiritual
approach. Let us do this with three main considerations
in mind; the preaching of the Word, prayer for the resources, and the presentation of the need.
1. THE PREACHING OF THE WORD
Paul exhorted Timothy to "preach the word" (II Tim.
4:2). Preaching has always been God's primary way
of conveying His Word to men. Whenever the church
or the pastor minimize this ministry they lose their
power with God and with the people.
Clear Bible knowledge and direction must always precede effective service for Christ. The Bible is our guidebook.
Does the Bible have anything to say about church
extension? The New Testament deals clearly with this
truth. Among all the passages dealing with the subject
perhaps the best is Ephesians 4:8-16. Verses 12 and 13
of Wuest's expanded translation of this passage show
that the gifts were given in order that the members of the
Church may be edified and then they should evangelize.
These are the two basic ministries of the Church.
January 17, 1966
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Church in Ontario, Calif. One of the eight extension churches.

New churches are the normal result of strong personal
witnessing through an established church. If people have
no interest in winning souls at home, they will have the
same lack of interest in starting churches in the next
town or state.
Each pastor of a local church who has any missionary vision, home or foreign, will include in his preaching
the doctrine of the Church with special reference to its
mission. This very logically brings us to our second
proposition.
•z. WE NEED PRAYER FOR THE RESOURCES in
church extension—men and money to do the job.
Prayer normally follows preaching. Knowledge must
precede practice. When people know the will of God
(in this case to start new churches) they will likely
pray about it.
This praying does two things. First, it moves the arm
of God in power and the supplies to do the work begin to
appear. Considering the gathering and increasing problems
in extending the church new emphasis is needed here.
Second, it arouses a continuing and increasing interest
in church extension in the heart of the prayer warrior.
This often makes him willing to do his part in starting
new churches.
Is there anything wrong with an older church supporting a pastor in a new home mission field? God
would be pleased with this according to His Word. Why
don't more churches do it?
Praying for the support of pastors in new churches
will often bring that support from the very people who
do the praying. It will also move the Holy Spirit to touch
others in a generous response. An effective way to increase the offering for church extension is to encourage
people to make a faith promise for the work and then
ask them to pray about it. This will produce maximum
results in missionary giving.
Sufficient resources for church extension in men and
money will only be available as believers wait on the Lord
in earnest petition.
If all of this preaching and praying is to achieve
maximum results in new churches, it should be related
to a specific project.
3. THE PRESENTATION
OF THE NEED
No spiritual ministry can produce tangible results
without implementation. The Holy Spirit uses facts, a
clear expression of the need, a definite project to stimulate response from the Lord's people. Two things may
be done.
First, proceed with a church extension program. Expect God to bless the preaching and praying. You know
(Continued on page twelve)
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"Where Did My Dollar Go?"
San Francisco Replies:
No one likes to give money to an organization without knowing for what the money will be used. This is as
it should be. We naturally want to see our gifts used
wisely and for good purposes—especially the work of the
Lord.
Although no one has ever actually asked the Life
Line, "Where did my dollar go?", we feel that our contributors are vitally interested in how their finances are
used. The Life Line has various phases of its program,
all with expenses. And yet, the ultimate goal of our work
is to see souls saved and established in Jesus Christ.
So, following are a few testimonies of some who have
been helped by the Life Line Mission through its years of
existence. Some are older; some are recent. This, then,
is where your dollar went.
I was down, really down, and
it is difficult to understand how
a human can go so far into sin.
I was an alcoholic, a tobacco
slave and had dealt in narcotics.
I'd seen most of the worst of night
life and some of the underworld.
Tuberculosis had hit me hard—
I thought I had cancer. I did have
an ulcer. An injury to my arm
was threatening amputation. I
was desperately unhappy and deep in depression. Everything looked futile.
So I went down and down until that night I came
to the Life Line Mission, where I was saved. It is a miracle when God saves a man! By the power of the Holy
Spirit I've been healed and now have a good job. God
has given back everything, and more, of all I had lost
before.
During the past years God has brought me into jails,
hospitals, and homes to witness to the depressed and
lonely. My greatest challenge and experience in the last
year has been working among young drug addicts through
Teen Challenge here in San Francisco.
—Randies
I was bankrupt — economically
so far in debt that I couldn't see
any way of clearing up the mess.
I drank myself to sleep every
night. I was most inconsiderate
of others, sharp of tongue, impatient and full of self-pity.
b
W
h
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n
the landlord evicted me
•k
from my penthouse I had $28,
no income, and no place to go.
•"•-'•<i^^H
Twice I attempted suicide. Then
a friend called and interceded with the Life Line Mission
to take me in. I reluctantly accepted and arrived at the
Mission to be greeted by a lineup of a hundred men,
most of them dirty and unkept. They were waiting for
the nightly feeding and gospel service.
I made my way through them to the door and shuddered at what my friends would think if they ever found
out where I was living. That night I wallowed in self-pity,
sleeping very little. I expected to be eaten by bed bugs,
(10)

but none appeared. Actually, had I looked, the Mission
was clean and so were those who lived in it.
The next day Rev. Heisey interviewed me and soon
I had been accepted to work for the Mission. Since then
I have accepted Jesus Christ as my personal Saviour and
have grown spiritually. Pride has ceased to be a dominant
part of my personality and I am much more patient and
tolerant than I ever was.
I am so very grateful to God for bringing me to the
Life Line Mission and for giving me another chance to be
a happy man.
—Ashlock
All my life I had been quite
a drinker, thinking there was nothing more worthwhile than drinking, dancing and "whooping it
up." But when I went home after
the parties and dances I always
had an empty feeling.
After my discharge from rriilijgffi \.
tary service I found a real good
job. But alcohol took over my
••»
ivHHMfei iife a n c i took m y j0b_ Even worse,
I lost my most precious jewels: my wife and children.
She divorced me because of my drinking.
After ten years in the Merchant Marine and drinking
in every port, my weight was down to 118 pounds and
I was having blackouts caused by malnutrition. When
I ran out of money I began hitting all the missions.
Then I came to the Life Line Mission. Each time
I attended the speaker seemed to be talking to me. You
see, I had been raised in a Christian home and had once
been a Christian. I went a long time promising to accept
Christ but the climax was reached when the word
"WHEN?" flashed into my mind. With a contrite heart
and broken spirit I fell to my knees and asked God to
forgive me and take me back.
The Lord gave me a good job the very next day. He
has also taken care of my health and has completely
delivered me from both alcohol and tobacco. Praise His
name.
—Julian
In my life I've done a lot of
things. I ran away from home
when I was 15 and joined Buffalo
Bill's Wild West Show, working
in the tent gang. Then I worked
in a livery stable but the authorities caught up with me and I was
sent to reform school for running
away from home.
I served in the Army; I've been
a hod carrier, a kettleman for
roofers, and a laborer. Once I owned a trucking business
but lost it because I couldn't lay off liquor. I was married,
but that broke up too, because of liquor.
I have been proud for my reputation as a hard
drinker, working 30 years to build it. A hard worker,
when working—and the hardest drinker in the county,
they used to say. On payday I'd get drunk and give
away everything I had. Though I had a number of jobs,
my devotion to liquor always made me undependable.
Then about 13 years ago I tried to straighten myself
out. I went to the altar at a mission; it wasn't long before
(Continued on page twelve)
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The interest of the Canadian Church in the great northern
area of the province of Ontario, dates hack to March 19, 1963
when three Canadian brethren, in response to the action of the
Canadian Conference, left for a scouting trip to study the possibility of an outpost work in these regions. At the Canadian
General Conference in June 1963, a youth Christ's Crusaders
Gospel Team was commissioned and sent on an expedition called
"Operation Northern Lights."

Pioneering in the Far North
This crusade was the opening wedge. In response to
a plea of the Canadian Church for volunteers to give
time to the opening of such a work, Brother and Sister
Eldon Byers offered themselves. Mrs. Byers has accepted
a teaching position in a Virginiatown public school and
Eldon is giving time in gospel witnessing.
The church extension committee authorized Boy Sider
and George Sider to visit the area and help prepare the
way for their going. Early Thursday morning, July 1,
these brethren started on their journey. Upon looking
to God for guidance they felt they should travel Highway
No. 83 and No. 46 along the Quebec border. The Timiskaming area is famous for its large paper mill owned
and operated by the International Paper Company of
Canada employing more than 12,000. In addition, they
employ some 15,000 workers during the winter months
to cut great wooded areas.
Leaving Timiskaming, they drove north on No. 46
through a dairy farming area. The Quebec border on this
highway has many small towns which would appear
to be effected by the Ontario way of life. They approached Highway No. 66 near Virginiatown. Making
acquaintances in this town was slow. They discovered
a Pentecostal pastor who stated there was a great spiritual
need throughout the area and he would be ready to help
to get a work started.
The following is reported by Eldon Byers.
We had heard rumors and picked up fragmentary
word that there were few evangelical churches in Northern Ontario. Our ten months in Northern Quebec, near
the Ontario border, emphasized the need for a gospel
witness. Following suggestions by the church extension
committee, Mrs. Byers applied for a teacher's position at
a number of schools in Northern Ontario. One of the
schools at which she was accepted was Virginiatown. We
had to look it up on the map. We prayed, asking the
Lord if this was where He wanted us. For an answer
my attention was drawn to Jer. 16:33 and Matt. 5:12.
Both promised trials with ultimate triumph.

Virginiatown
School
where
Mrs.

Byers

teaches
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Mrs. Byers and their

children

We accepted the offer and the weekend of July 24
we arrived looking for a house. On August 21, 1965 we
moved in, aided by Brethren in Christ friends.
Virginiatown is a beautiful, well kept town nestled
among high hills and mountains. It is slightly south of the
James Bay-Great Lakes (Arctic) watershed. It is only four
to five miles from the Quebec border and approximately
400 miles north of Toronto. It is a gold mining town of
about 2,300 people. Fishing, hunting, camping, and skiing
attract many tourists.
There are two large stores, two hardware stores, a
plumbing and heating business, a bank, two garages,
a public and private (Catholic) school, three hotels,
three clothing stores, restaurants, bowling alley, curling
rink, and arena.
The town is divided by No. 66 Highway with North
Virginiatown being one-fourth mile further east along
the highway.
The people are friendly and willing to accept new
families. Families are continually moving in and out. The
town is bi-lingual—about 50% French speaking—the remainder being people of various nationalities. Mrs. Byers'
class consists of French, German and Polish, Latvian,
English, Chinese, Cree Indian, and Canadians.
About 50% of the people are Catholic adherents.
There is an Anglican Church with an attendance of 50-60
and United Church with 120. There are Lutheran, Mennonite, Baptist, Presbyterian, and Ukranian Orthodox who
do not have regular worship. There are no evangelical
churches within at least a twenty-five mile radius. A
number of towns have no church. Couples living commonlaw are quite usual, which means low moral standards
and spiritual carelessness. The houses and community
are well kept. It is interesting to note, the Anglican
church here was built by volunteer labor from Anglicans,
Uniteds, Catholics and atheists.
About one mile east of here is the town of Kearns
with about 500 people. The United Church had been
holding a Sunday School there. Kearns also has an empty
Ukranian Church. We are planning to hold a Sunday
School there.
Kearns is mainly Catholic. There is no gospel witness.
There are many nice people, not poor or unkept, but yet
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they don't know they can have their sins forgiven. They
don't know how to get rid of a life-long burden. They
labor only for that which perisheth.
There are at least six other towns nearby without
a gospel witness—each having a population ranging from
100 to over 2,000. If we travel twenty-six miles east,
thirty miles south, or twenty-eight west, we can find a
church, like an oasis, preaching the gospel; but then
beyond there are many, many towns with great spiritual
dearth.
The Macedonian call is not for the expert who has
all the answers (although we could use some) but it is
to the Christians who know they are born again, who
are willing to live a victorious life, and who will "tell
the neighbors how."
Pray for us as we endeavor to hold Sunday School
in Kearns. We are also looking forward to children's
meetings and adult Bible study in our home. Pray also
for the town of Dobie, about twelve miles from here.
Another small evangelical church was invited to work
there, but they are too busy in Kirkland Lake, a city of
over 17,000. "Pray ye therefore .. . for laborers."
Further word indicates, the Byerses have started two
Sunday Schools, both in communities adjacent to Virginiatown. One is in Kearns, a community of 400-500 people
about one mile from Virginiatown. This Sunday School
is progressing slowly. The other is in Dobie, twelve miles
from Virginiatown, which has about fifty homes. Here
the response has been very enthusiastic with as many
as thirty-seven in attendance. A Child Evangelism class
is held on Tuesday at 4 P.M. and a Bible Study class
at 7:30 P.M.

to the people. Don't depend too much on a local pastor
to do the job without your continual help. Here is where
church extension programs often fail. The line of communication is not kept open to the "grass roots."
In conclusion we believe that we have emphasized
the three spiritual ingredients for a successful church
extension program.* They are the preaching of the Word
on this subject, prayer for the resources in men and
money, and the transmitting of the need to the source
of support.
Let's get busy and tap the endless resources in Jesus
Christ, our Lord!
—Permission granted by Church Extension and
Home Mission Commission, N.A.E.

Church Extension

(Continued from page eighteen)

(Continued from page nine)

gram. If the Lord lays His hand on you to become a
part of this program, especially in the field of organist,
choir director or Sunday School teacher, the Pastor or
Executive Secretary would be most happy to help locate
you in the community and to assist in the securing
of gainful employment.

that both are according to His will and that He desires
to extend His Church. Expect Him to lead in the program. Wisdom comes from above for the Lord's work.
After proper planning and preparation start a church.
Gather your resources to meet the need. Organize the
church. Call a pastor, and if the funds are available and
it seems to be wise, buy a church location. Construct
a small church building as soon as possible. Present the
complete picture of this new church in operation to your
potential supporters.
As the total church extension program grows each
new church will become a point of interest and appeal
to the believers' who are responding to the challenge of
the preaching by praying. Now they are seeing the results of their spiritual ministry. This is extremely satisfying. It stimulates for further service. Nothing succeeds
like success.
Second, promote the church extension program in
every possible way.
We have already alluded to the fact that this is perhaps the most difficult missionary arm of the Church
to promote. This means that each available line of communication to the people should be effectively used.
Magazines, differing smaller publications, personal appearances of pastors and home missionaries in older
churches, monthly letters, reports, missionary minutes in
church services, and many other techniques may be employed with real success.
National and local statistics and many daily illustrations provide plenty of ammunition to portray America's
need for the Gospel. Crime reports, population reports,
etc., are available for the asking. Keep searching for
every shred of promotional evidence. Get these things
(12)

San Francisco
(Continued from page ten)
I backslid and was drunk again. I'd gone to the altar
a number of times but I didn't really get with it until
7 years ago when I went to the altar at the Life Line
Mission. I gave up liquor and tobacco and it lasted
a year before I backslid. But this time the old life wasn't
any good. I got down on my knees and asked God's
forgiveness. This time it stayed.
I've had my prayers answered and whenever I have
a problem I place it in God's hands and He takes care
of it.
—Foster

News And Views

Baltimore Church. Lot purchased is to the left of the building.

Baltimore, Maryland In a special council meeting,
this congregation voted unanimously to purchase a lot
next to the church on which a Sunday School educational
annex will be built. Sunday School attendance has been
between 170 and 180. The present building is greatly
overcrowded. A Sunday School class goes to the parsonage
basement nearly a block away. New families are moving
into this area literally by the dozens. The congregation
had a good revival this past fall with Rev. Aaron Stern
as evangelist.
Evangelical

Visitor

AFRICA — Rhodesia and Zambia
Our Secondary or High Schools

Wanezi Secondary School—Headmaster Ginder—beside scheduling,
planning, and organizing—teaches Science and, to achieve the
main objective, spends hours answering their questions on spiritual
matters.

" Stop! and let me tell you . . . "
The next line of the chorus says, "Stop! and let me tell
you what God has done." All Christians like you and me
have much to tell about what God has done for us: our
sins are forgiven; we are His sons and daughters, joint
heirs with Christ—to name only a few things He has
done for us.
Now, "Stop! and let me tell you what God has done
at Wanezi Mission!" For many years a Central Primary
School, in January, 1963, it became a Secondary School as
well. This is one of the schools run by the Brethren
in Christ Church in Rhodesia, in direct obedience to
Christ's command, Matthew 28:19: "Go ye therefore and
teach all nations . . . " In a secondary school like Wanezi,
boys are instructed in religious education so that they
may see clearly the place of God in their lives. They
are also taught to help themselves, their countrymen,
and to be of service to God. Is it not the duty of the
Church to train men and women of high integrity to stand
for truth in the world?
Two secondary teachers were already at Wanezi when
the Secondary School started: Miss M. C. Engle, who
had been transferred from Matopo, and Rev. C. V. Ginder,
who had just arrived from America. These two, with
Mr. V. N. Tshuma, made up the first secondary staff,
with Rev. C. V. Ginder as headmaster.
There was a small staff, one Form I class (freshman),
in a smalt classroom at the Central Primary School. A
very small start indeed, but a move in the right direction,
a change for the better, and a good sign of growth.

Daily Bible reading clubs lead young minds systematically and
with challenge through the pages of their most important textbook.
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"How about something concerning secondary education
for LOOK?" we asked Field Chairman Stern.
The enthusiastic response—write-ups by teachers and
students, with a fine set of photographs by George Bundy
—provides more than one good LOOK. (Some of the
material will appear in later issues.)
The B in C operate two secondary schools in Rhodesia
—Matopo and Wanezi—and cooperate with the Pilgrim
Holiness in Choma Secondary School in Zambia. The
government underwrites the cost of buildings and teachers' salaries to a large extent—and welcomes our Christian
teachers.
What are the opportunities for evangelism and Christian nurture in this setting? LOOK for yourself!
BCWM Office
The next problem was to build proper secondary
classrooms big enough to take a larger number of students
and better equipped, with a library and a science laboratory. By January, 1964, two secondary classrooms were
ready for us and the present science room; two staff
offices were completed later during the year. The library
was not ready for use until 1965.
At the beginning of 1963, there was no proper secondary dormitory at Wanezi. . . . By January, 1964, a well
equipped secondary dormitory was complete and ready for
use. The years 1963 and '64 also saw the erection of
three secondary staff houses of family size.
There is yet a dining room under construction and
nearing completion. Also builders are laying the foundation of what is to be an extension of the secondary
school. When this work is completed, a better science
room, carpentry shop, and a domestic science room will
have been added to the secondary classrooms. Will that
be the end of the work then? Of course not, because
the work of God is to continue to grow so long as the
Lord tarries.
God has done a wonderful work at Wanezi Mission.
A small primary school has become a rapidly growing
secondary school. Primary classes find their way to the
kraal schools where they fit better because Wanezi is no
longer primary-centered but secondary-centered.
All this is what God has done at Wanezi.
Caleb G. Khumcdo, Teacher, Wanezi Secondary

African teachers are sharing in the work of secondary teacher—
both in and out of the classroom. (Teacher: Caleb Khumalo)
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"God Has Appointed . . . Teachers"
"And these were his gifts: some to be apostles, some
prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers,
to equip God's people for work in His service, to the
building up of the body of Christ."
(New English Bible—Ephesians 4:11,12)
"Within our community God has appointed, in the
first place apostles, in the second place prophets, thirdly
teachers;..."
(NEB-I
Cor. 12:28)
The education program of the Brethren in Christ
Church has been under fire for some time from various
sources. The question seems to be, "Why don't we get
out of education? We're expanding so rapidly that our
missionaries' energies are being devoted solely to education, and not evangelism."
As a teacher, I personally felt my call of God was
to mission work as a teacher. I was not called to be an
"evangelistic" evangelist. I was called to be a "teacher"
evangelist.
The question I must settle in my mind is, "Have
I put enough evangelism into my educational programme?"
ft

The forward look of our African teachers comes from a deep
sense of responsibility to bring true education to the future
leaders of their people. Men like this have found that Christ
alone is the answer. (Timothy Ndhlovu)

Large classes, busy teachers. (Teacher: Eva Mae Melhorn)

(14)

ft

e

e

I speak now of Matopo Mission Secondary School and
the different ways evangelism functions through our
school programme.
1. Prayer—Prayer for our students and community is
an essential part of our school programme. Missionary
teachers meet to pray each day at 5:30 a.m. Our classes
start with prayer. Every Thursday night the missionaries
meet for a prayer-meeting. On Sunday evenings the staff
has a prayer time together. There are students who come
to pray. And what teacher does not spend time on his
knees by himself praying for his students?
2. Counselling—Since I've been at Matopo I have
seen student after student being counselled by our teachers. Most teachers make an effort to call in needy students,
talk with them, try to guide their thinking, and pray
with them.
Many students on their own come to their teachers
for counsel, and the missionaries never know what fruits

Teachers spend many hours preparing daily lessons.
(Teacher: Dorothy Martin)

Evangelical Visitor

these small talks have until a letter comes, months or
years later, saying "Thank you."
3. Bible Classes are an integral part of our evangelism
programme. Each section of the school has four Bible
classes a week. Many a missionary has been embarrassed
because his students were more familiar with Bible verses
and references than he. "My w o r d . . . shall not return
unto me void," says the Lord.
4. Literature—Besides the large library of secular
books, we have a very popular library in the teachers'
office, of only religious books, paperbacks, pamphlets,
and tracts. Titles such as, "I loved a girl," "How to know
the Will of God," "Peace with God," etc., appeal to
young people.
They also borrow from the extensive personal libraries
of teachers, read and distribute tracts, and appreciate our
Christian magazines.
5. Gospel Team Contacts. This term ten groups of
students, involving more than sixty different senior students, spent a whole Sunday somewhere in the "bush" or
in a "location" giving the Gospel. Two staff members
help to plan the programmes and go along as chaperones
but keep their mouths firmly shut while the group conducts the services in churches, schools, or villages.
We staff members shall never know who gets the
most blessing from these contacts: whether the student,
who sees a score of hands asking for prayer and forgiveness after he has preached an evangelistic message—or the
community who sees its own young people leading others
to Christ. This is evangelism!
6. Scripture Union—Our students wanted an impetus
to daily Bible reading and devotions. Many of them
started to join a worldwide daily Bible Beading programme for young people, the Scripture Union. Then
they came to the teachers and said, "Can't we meet as an
official organization and talk about our problems?" Permission was granted, and today our students are enriched
daily by their devotional life. Some of the members of
this organization are not Christians. We are praying and
they are coming nearer. We think this is "depth evangelism."
—Alvera Stern, Matopo Secondary School

Matopo Secondary School, Headmaster Ndhlovu hears a problem
from one of his staff members. (Teacher: Nancy Kreider)

Secondary training includes basic diet and health training to help
toward happy homes. (Teacher: Erma Lehman)

Science fascinates—and explains away many old superstitions, giving opportunity to show up the greatness of the God we worship and serve.
(Teacher: J, Harold Stern)
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INDIA—
Conversion and Growth of a Soul
"This story illustrates how interwoven a mission program
is. Some plant, others water, and God gives the increase.
Education, evangelism, literature, and medical w o r k often all of these are used in the conversion and
growth of one soul."
Anna Jean Mann.

Another day had begun
ait Madhipura, clinic and
among the new patients
was a grievously sick
young Santal named
Phuchu Hansdek'. He
had an enormous protruding abdomen; Miss
E. Z. Hare, nurse in
charge, started treatment for kala-azar, a
I
blood stream parasite
found in India.
Too sick to return to
his village in Purnea
District, he stayed here
in the mud ward building. After treatment for
several
months
Dr.
Paulas, doctor at Madhipura when Phuchu first arrived, discovered Phuchu also
was diabetic. But finally Phuchu began to recover slowly.
"What's this all about? Why do they care at
all about me? I've been so sick most of my life:
even my family doesn't care about me anymore;
I'm more bother than I'm worth to them. But
these people who never saw me before say they
want to help me! What do they really want? I
have no money, my family sent me away, I'm
sick, can't work, and have no education . . . When
I ask them why they are kind, they say: 'It is the
love of God in our hearts.' I want to learn more
about their god."
And so, as his health
improved, he started to
attend the daily Bible
and literacy classes. He
slowly learned about
the living God who
sent His only Son into
this world to save
everyone who will believe on Him.
"This god is really
alive, they say! And can
hear me when I pray. What should I do? I am so afraid
of the evil spirits everywhere; can this new true God
really hear me and will He care about me? I have
nothing to lose, but I might provoke the evil spirits even
more and die as a result. What shall I do? What can
I do?"
It was a struggle, but finally Phuchu uttered his
first prayer to the Living God: "I'm a poor sick man;
I'm so afraid of the evil spirits and I don't know you.
Help me! Give me peace from fears, give me courage,
give me faith, teach me who you a r e . . . "
Something strange did happen.
He felt more peaceful; he wasn't quite so afraid. He
continued to pray to the Living God and the Living
God. seemed to answer Phuchu in a way he had never
dreamed possible. And he lost his fear of evil spirits.
It was then over 2/2 years since he had first come
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to Madhipura Christian Hospital. He no longer worshipped
the spirits that his ancestors had always worshipped and
feared; he believed on a new god that was alive, who
had sent His only Son into the world to save people from
their sins if they believed on Him as the only God. On
periodic visits to his people Phuchu told them of his
new God, but his family did not want to accept this
new idea, and so if Phuchu accepted it by water baptism
he would be thrown out of his family.
What to do—lose all family connections? Is the cost
too much? It was a difficult decision to make. But after
3 years of studying and hearing about Jesus, besides
seeing how He changed lives, Phuchu was ready to make
the break. He was baptized and his name changed to
Kripa (kindness). Later his sister and cousin joined him
in becoming Christians.
This was the beginning of a new life for
Kripa.
He began to help
wherever he could. He
helped distribute milk
made from powdered
milk to the patients.
Later
he
took
a
short course in teaching adult literacy and
taught his fellow Santals how to read.
After sometime, because his severe diabetes made it unsafe
for him to live far from
medical help, Kripa was
given a more permanent job here at the Madhipura Christian Hospital as a darwan. He is Dr. Mann's doorkeeper
—keeps patients in line
and quiet, calls the
next patient, tells him
where to sit, runs errands, explains
the
doctor's instructions in
language they understand, etc. To the doctor he is a valuable
employee, saving much
time between patients.
Long ago, before he ever came to Madhipura Mission,
arrangements had been made for a marriage, but Phuchu
was too sick for any bride to want him. About A)i years
ago Kripa married Moni Tudu, a widow with two sons.
They now have two sons of their own. Her oldest son
attends school in Barjora, living in the hostel. She works
here at the hospital as
a nurse's aid.
Moni, too, is a Christian through contacts
with Madhipura Christian Hospital. Both returned to their villages
and told their relatives
of Christ. Thus Christ
is made known among
the people; but there is
great need for more
shepherding and teaching in the many scattered villages.
The Manns
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